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Another NeoCon is in the books, and we had a phenom-
enal show this year! But before we turn our thoughts to the 
future, we’d like to share our Delights of NeoCon – a special 
edition of officeinsight in which our team gets the chance to 
dive into all of the things we found at the show to be excep-
tional – products, showrooms, people, details and innova-
tions that rose above and beyond massive sea of interiors to 
shine brighter than the rest.

Our Delights issue is a great way to catch up on the 2018 
highlights. And even if you did see a good bit during the 
show, reading through the Delights is a superb way to wrap 
up your own NeoCon experience.

The Mart, and the many showrooms located near it, were 
all in sparkling condition, ready to host all sorts of visitors. 
Delights were not difficult to find!

At Designtex’s new showroom on the third floor, we 
found tons of delights. Catherine Stowell, Designtex Direc-
tor of Design, introduced us to the new wares bright and 
early Monday morning. First up, the Designtex + Coalesse 
Collection. “Coalesse has a very specific viewpoint around 
both color and patterning,” noted Ms. Stowell. “They’re very 
picky about how patterning lines up when it’s upholstered 
onto something. So we wanted to create something that was 
intentionally more forgiving, something that would mismatch 
on purpose.” The collection of nine patterns was crafted us-
ing small-batch techniques from small-scale mills, and with 
thoughtful coherence to Coalesse furniture lines in mind.

Delights of NeoCon 2018
by the officeinsight team

Designtex: Designtex+Coalesse Collection. Photo courtesy of Designtex Designtex: Catherine Stowell. Photo courtesy of Catherine Stowell
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The star of the show at Designtex was Celliant, a new 

responsive textile that the FDA has actually approved as a 
wellness product. Used as a non-woven textile backing, Cel-
liant is made with patented fiber technology incorporating 
a blend of 13 thermo-reactive minerals that reflect natu-
rally emitted infrared energy back to the user’s body, thus 
providing improved health benefits. “Celliant is a proven 
vasodilator that significantly improves blood circulation to 
increase oxygen levels and deliver vital nutrients to tissues 
throughout the user’s body.” Sitting a chair upholstered in a 
Celliant textile, for instance, actually has an immediate posi-
tive health benefit on the sitter. Stay tuned for an in-depth 
officeinsight feature on Celliant coming soon!

There was a lot to take in at Coalesse, but the grow-
ing presence of its alliance with living wall manufacturer 
Sagegreenlife was obvious. Forgoing the reindeer moss 
found in so many other showrooms this year, Coalesse has 
continued to invest in more extensive living wall creations. 
The new Verdanta Collection is a line of self-contained, 
free-standing movable walls. The living walls require more 
maintenance than moss, but provide significantly more air 
quality improvement.

Innovation is no stranger to the Carnegie showroom, and 
that trend continued this year at NeoCon. Right upon enter-
ing the showroom, the textile company’s new Xorel Vue 
product caught our eye for its striking contrast between deli-
cacy and durability. Made of Carnegie’s high-performance 
woven polyethlene Xorel Yarn, the six new architectural 
textiles define and divide space in ways that surprise and 
delight, letting light stream in and casting dancing shadows 
across a space, while providing a layer of privacy.

It’s generally agreed that the two biggest drawbacks of 
the current vogue in open workplace planning are lack of 
privacy and disruptive acoustics. Those two problems are 
often blamed by users as making it hard to “get anything 
done.” At this NeoCon manufacturers stepped up to both 
challenges with myriad products designed to mitigate one or 
both of the two issues. 

Designtex: Celliant. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Coalesse: Sagegreenlife Verdanta Collection. Photo courtesy of Coalesse

Carnegie: Xorel Vue. Photo courtesy of Carnegie
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The ICF Group has been seriously studying acoustics and 
noise problems associated with large open areas for several 
years. This year between its ICF and Unika Vaev brands it 
introduced a number of new acoustic products. Bower is a 
collection of work pods, lounge chairs, booths and adjust-

able screens made up of wraps of acoustic felt. dB is a 
range of sound absorbing screens for a bit of privacy and 
a bit of sound absorption. Through an arrangement with a 
delightful Icelandic artist and designer, Bryndis Bolladóttir, 
Unika Vaev covered one wall of the showroom with fuzzy, 
colorful hemispheres consisting of long-staple Icelandic wool 
felt over a sound absorbing foam body. Called Kula, the 
Bryndis Collection is fun but practical sound absorbing art.

Carnegie: Xorel Vue. Photo courtesy of Carnegie ICF Group: Bower Collection. Photo courtesy of ICF

ICF Group: dBLounge. Photo courtesy of ICF Unika Vaev: Kula. Photo courtesy of Unika Vaev
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But the product that could really move the sound-level 

meter in the right direction is the ecoustic™ Sculpt Collec-
tion of drop-in ceiling tiles for use with standard suspended 
ceiling grids. It achieves an NRC rating of 0.80 and a Class 
A flame spread rating. It is a very serious product with a 
choice of profiles and colors to fit the project.

Among a number of other sustainability accomplish-
ments, Interface showed its CircuitBac Green technology, 
its first carbon negative alternative to current carpet tile 
backing materials. The technology is part of Interface’s 
Climate Take Back mission, which moves the company 
from “doing no harm” to “doing more good” and helping 
to reverse global warming. CircuitBac Green uses a mix of 
carbon negative bio-plastics and mineral filler to actually 
store carbon, greatly reducing the carbon footprint of the 
overall carpet tile.

“Reinforced with fiberglass, CircuitBac Green offers 
optimum stability and durability. The backing compound 
is made from 97% non-virgin petrochemical content, 80% 
recycled limestone filler, 17% bio-plastics and natural 
oils, and 3% virgin petrochemical content (additives). 
This means the total recycled and biobased content for a 
finished carpet can be as high as 87%, depending on the 
product.” CircuitBac Green is available with more than 15 
of Interface’s existing carpet styles.

Congratulation to Mike Keilhauer and his team for win-
ning NeoCon gold for Untucked, a product we personally 
found especially delightful. Untucked speaks volumes to the 
growing numbers of full-time freelancers who do much of 
their work at home. To these workers, a sofa is often where 
they find themselves accomplishing their work – efficiently 
or not. Contract furniture’s shift towards the residential 
has been of particular interest to those workers, and you 
might find them heading straight for the sofas at NeoCon. 
Untucked finds the perfect blend of comfort and support. 
The sectional component, called Parlez, is our favorite. It’s 
beautiful!

Unika Vaev: ecoustic Sculpt Peak with ICF Bilgola Collection. Photo 
courtesy of Unika Vaev

Interface: CircuitBac Green. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Keilhauer: Untucked - Parlez Bench with back and side tables. Photo 
courtesy of Keilhauer

Keilhauer: Untucked Lounge,featuring Parlez, Rove, Oro, Geometry, 
141, and Awla. Photo courtesy of Keilhauer
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Maharam’s showroom was an enchanting fusion of rich 

history and new design. Criss-crossing rods showed the new 
wares, complemented by new edition Alexander Girard rugs 
and five reissued designs by Girard.

Darning Sampler is a line of three textiles by Scholten 
& Baijings referencing the darning samplers that helped 
young Dutch women of the 17th and 18th centuries perfect 
their embroidery skills. Each pattern plays with scale in 
a different way, variations on a common theme. Relay is 
a sportswear-inspired textile constructed from flat-woven 
webbing that has a delightfully dimensional, basketlike 
effect. The textile is available as a solid or in one of several 
multicolored options.

Maharam 2018 NeoCon Showroom. Photo courtesy of Maharam

Maharam: Darning Sampler. Scholten-Baijings: Historical Reference. 
Photo courtesy of Maharam

Maharam: Darning Sampler. Scholten-Baijings. Photo courtesy of Maharam

Maharam: Relay. Photo courtesy of Maharam

Maharam: Relay, middle. Photo courtesy of Maharam
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Paul Smith’s Blended Stripe textile is a 100% cotton 

full-width ombre “punctuated by variably crisp or gradual 
transitions”…”With each variation requiring its own dedi-
cated loom, this complex warp stripe was devised by stra-
tegically combining four prototypical 13” sections into one 
harmonious full-width progression. Wide bands of saturation 
dissolve into nuanced admixtures created by alternating 
pinstripes. Moving fluidly from light to dark and cool to 
warm across a range of vibrant solids, subdued pastels, and 
distinct neutrals, Blended Stripe invokes a sense of chro-
matic discovery.”

We found the new SILQ chair by Steelcase to live up 
to its hype. A small Steelcase team, led by Steelcase VP, 
Global Design & Engineering, James Ludwig, wanted to 
create a chair that’s “simple, more organism than machine” 
– a design that required virtually no adjustments as people 
shift more frequently between spaces.” We spoke with SILQ 
Product Manager Karly Williamson during the show, and 
she said team drew inspiration from Paralympic sprinter 
Aimee Mullins, and the flexibility, durability and responsive-
ness built into her prosthetic legs. To start, they looked to 
material science, and eventually created a patent-pending 
material process that embodies the qualities of carbon fiber.

“Carbon fiber can be light and stiff, but also flexible – 
able to mimic human movement,” said Ms. Williamson. 
“But carbon fiber is a premium material with an expensive 
process attached, and we wanted to bring this design to 
the masses. We created a new material composition – a 
high-performance polymer and manufacturing process that 
brings down the price point.”

“The way you move is the way it moves, the product notes 
read. “When you sit down and recline, SILQ responds to the 
natural movement of your body, making you feel like you’re 
a part of it.” SILQ was not intended as a high-performance 
task chair; its one manual adjustment – for seat height – ex-
quisitely jets out in sleek form just below the seat. And the 
aesthetic customizations available make it a chameleon in 
the workplace, able to become what you need it to be.

The Steelcase Design Studio, led by James Ludwig and 
Cherie Johnson, worked with Joey Shimoda and Susan 
Chang of Shimoda Design Group, to design the new 
expanded Chicago Worklife, creating the Steelcase Work-
Café. The impressive swirling wood entrance feature leads 
to a large new showroom featuring more informal spaces 
and bringing together the products of Steelcase, Coalesse, 
Turnstone and company partners to demonstrate Steelcase 
Inc.’s many options for supporting more informal work. 

Found in the 7th floor Exhibition Hall, eight-year-old 
m.a.d. design, debuted Roto, a dual-purpose collection of 
stools and side tables. Contemporary in style and available 
in a spot-on palette of pastel and neutral finishes, the pieces 
can be easily used and moved from break-out spaces to 
outdoor patios. We loved the terracotta color we saw at the 
booth during the show.

Maharam: Blended Stripe by PaulSmith. Photo courtesy of Maharam

Steelcase: SILQ. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck m.a.d. design: Roto bar and counter stools. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck
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At Nienkämper we thoroughly enjoyed a book signing 

with Klaus and Beatrix Nienkämper. At the end of the day 
on Tuesday, Mr. Nienkämper and his wife hosted a very 
sweet get together, sharing a glass of wine and signing a 
newly published book that documents the history of the 
company and the Neinkämpers in their life journey. And 
while there, the Gateway height adjustable tables caught 
our eye with an exceptionally nice foot and a cool battery-
powered height adjustment mechanism. A rechargeable 
battery mounted to the underside of the table makes recon-
figuration simple with no cords to manage. And while we 
didn’t see how it’s done we were promised recharging is as 
simple as recharging any power tool.

Wednesday morning, attendees gathered on the 19th floor 
and on the grand staircase of the Mart for a final keynote 
that did not disappoint. Celebrated architect Carol Ross 
Barney was just who we needed to hear from. Ms. Barney 
Ross was delightfully laid back and conversational, yet her 
knowledge of urban planning, particularly within the city 
lines of her native Chicago, serve as a powerful reminder 
that pursuing your passion won’t disappoint. Attendees 
were treated a glimpse of her passion. 

“I’m a city girl, and I want to talk about cities today – 
mostly about Chicago. Today, cities house 50% of the 
world’s population, and 70% of the U.S. population. By 
2020, that 50% number will rise to 60%. And 80% of the 
world’s production happens in cities. So, cities are special 
places. They’re very dense, and they’re where we’re going 
to solve our problems.” 

Her firm’s design of the newly unveiled Chicago River 
Walk is an example of how cities might begin to solve those 
city problems. Wednesday’s audience was treated to an 
in-depth view of that project’s nuances on every scale, even 
down to the implications of the architecture on plant and 
fish life in the Chicago River.

Across the street from the Mart at 325 N Wells, Trend-
way celebrated its 50th anniversary with a brightened, airy 
showroom. In addition to its 50th and a few new product 
introductions, the company launched an augmented reality 
app that enables designers and clients to use their phone or 
tablet to place Trendway pieces into a real room. 

We tested out the app in the Trendway showroom and 
compared the experience to IKEA’s augmented reality app, 
and it blew the IKEA app experience out of the water. Argu-
ably the most important objective when creating an aug-
mented reality app is streamlining and simplicity; if it isn’t 
easy to use, people won’t use it. Simple to maneuver and 
clean in design, the Trendway augmented reality app will 

Nienkamper: Gateway™. Photo courtesy of Nienkamper

Carol Ross Barney, Keynote. Zurich Esposito, Carol Ross Barney, and 
Catherine Baker. Photo courtesy of NeoCon

Trendway: Augmented reality app. Photo courtesy of Trendway
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help designers take their clients into a world that doesn’t yet 
exist, on-the-fly. Check out Trendway’s augmented reality 
app video for a better idea of what it can do.

It’s always a Delight to behold the Davis showroom at 
NeoCon. Year in and year out their curation of products and 
showrooms never disappoints. Juggling a total of 11 new 
products this year, showroom designer Bob Bazemore and 
the Davis team had their work cut out for them, uniting the 
chaos of those 11 new introductions into a lovely presenta-
tion; they didn’t fail. Davis’ Ginkgo line has been so wildly 
successful, that it decided to expanded the line this year 
even further; the new Ginkgo Ply Lounge, Ginkgo Confer-
ence, Ginkgo Plastic, Ginkgo Wire and Ginkgo Wire Table 
offer new material and scale possibilities of the classic 
Ginkgo form. 

But especially delightful at Davis was the X2 Table, a new 
design by Argentine/Italian architect Dante Bonucelli. X2 is 
a solid wood table with steel castings that both simplify and 
strengthen the joining of the wood parts. It was perfectly 
paired in the Davis showroom, and has a great sustainability 
story as well; the wood taken only from trees selected and 
harvested through a highly sustainable program.

At Wolf-Gordon streetscapes of Amsterdam, dotted with 
color, divided by shimmering waters and packed with mo-
tion, appear woven into MATTER’s Points, Merge and Mass 
patterns. The collection projects this city’s energy because 
Amsterdam resident Mae Engelgeer is its designer. Her 
hands-on, immersive approach to developing MATTER 
explains the collection’s sophistication and rich visuals. 
MATTER features high loft wool-blend yarns detailed with 
metallic filaments, and is a HiP Award Honoree.

Trendway: Plus Tablet Arm Club Chair. Photo courtesy of Trendway

Davis: Gingko Ply. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Davis: X2 Table. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Wolf-Gordon: MATTER. Photo courtesy of Wolf-Gordon

https://app.frame.io/r/f1456539-5222-41a9-bf80-d180725a8d1e?f=cee2c0ec-6903-4b51-85cc-3e65ffb1e162
https://app.frame.io/r/f1456539-5222-41a9-bf80-d180725a8d1e?f=cee2c0ec-6903-4b51-85cc-3e65ffb1e162
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Also gracing the walls of Wolf-Gordon was SO GOOD, a 

collection of four digital wallcoverings by Me and General 
Design, a design duo that first came to the world of design 
through film sets and performance stages. Geometric, clas-
sic and modern forms mix with a metallic finish and limited 
colorways to bring edgy, bold energy to a wall. Shadows 
dance off each pattern as you walk past, creating move-
ment in a typically stagnant wall space.

At Humanscale, Jason Harmsey had an enviable task. 
As Humanscale’s Product Director of Seating, he presented 
a product helping to save our oceans. The Smart Ocean 
Chair he demonstrated suspends its back mesh within a 
frame that’s 70% recycled nets from commercial fisheries 
in Chile and 30% graphite. The seat upholstery features a 
breathable weave adopted from materials used in uniforms 
for NFL players.

For indoor or outdoor use and available in eight colors, 
Emeco’s 1 Inch Reclaimed stack seating burnishes Jasper 
Morrison’s reputation for timeless design and sustainable 
materials. Recycled material constitutes 90% of what goes 
into these one-piece chairs. Material sources are 75% 
waste polypropylene and 15% waste wood fiber. They stack 
10 high. Mr. Morrison said that the chair’s stacking, comfort 
and price are further reasons to consider 1 Inch Reclaimed 
for a range of contract and residential specifications.

Wolf-Gordon.Me and General, Perch. Photo courtesy of Wolf-Gordon

Wolf-Gordon: Me and General. Photo courtesy of Wolf-Gordon

Humanscale: Smart Ocean Chair. Photo courtesy of Humanscale

Emeco: 1 Inch Reclaimed Chair. Photo courtesy of Emeco
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“Style is transient. Design is timeless.” That’s how Carl 

Gustav Magnusson approaches his work, with Zinc as 
his newest creation. The chairs, designed for Allseating, 
beckon users to sit comfortably on sinuously curved shells 
that reinforce natural sitting positions. Integrated ganging 
devices mean no lost parts. Order armless models now and 
add arms later. Arm rest colors match the offering of 14 
shell colors. Specifier can select a four-leg base, a sled base 
or a distinctive wood base. 

Q Design’s tightly defined Heritage Collection is an hom-
age to Thonet’s innovative tubular steel furniture of the early 
20th century. Ideally fitted to 2018 sensibilities, users can 
move shelves and cabinets within the tubular skeleton using 
few, if any, tools. Finished cabinet backs increase versatility. 
The Heritage Collection is a 2018 HiP Award Honoree. New 
models for Thonet’s Legacy Collection (not shown) include 
lounge seating, a credenza and storage cabinetry, plus side 
chairs and barstools.

Patcraft’s showroom was a delight to step into, as was the 
new Woodtone line of non-vinyl resilient tile. Woodtone was 
inspired by hand-drawn lines that mimic the natural wood-
grain patterns, and created using a digital printing method 
that allows for a longer pattern repeat. The line delights for 
its blend of natural wood-grain pattern with the hand of an 
artist. Designers can choose monochromatic neutrals or 
bold, saturated bright tones, or a mix of both. 

New York City’s A&D community is well acquainted with 
Innovant. A factory just outside that city helps, as does the 
firm’s mantra: modern, intelligent and tailored. New this 
year is Hot Desk, a smartphone-based app for booking 
workstations, tracking occupancy and locating coworkers. 
Regarding privacy, the app remembers where people were, 
but not who was where. It also recharges Qi compatible 
devices.

In this 10th year of its annual color forecast, Sherwin 
Williams’ Sue Wadden assigns personas to each of her six 
themes. Why? Ms. Wadden, the firm’s director of color mar-
keting, explained it’s to devise a forecast that is “personal 
and aspiring, yet attainable, as all design should be.” The 
groupings of these 42 colors stoke the imagination through 
names like “Enthusiast,” “Raconteur” or “Naturalist.” Hues 

Allseating: Zinc. Photo courtesy of Allseating

Thonet: Modern Heritage Collection. Photo Courtesy of Thonet

Patcraft: Woodtone. Photo courtesy of Patcraft

Innovant: HotDesk. Photo courtesy of Innovant
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in the Colormix Forecast 2019 range from the earthy to the 
heavenly and all the geography in-between.

The design minds in Harderwijk, home base for Maars 
Living Walls in the Netherlands, delivered again this year 
with AXES. This system of steel doors creates an acoustic 
wall that’s nearly seamless when closed, and a barrier-free 
passage between spaces when open. AXES doors can be 
moved and reinstalled because it’s trackless on floor and 
ceiling. The system received a 2018 Best of NeoCon Silver 
Award. Introduced last year, lineaCube gets a sound isola-
tion upgrade that creates a near soundproof environment 
for occupants.

We also loved the addition of a Maars Living Walls room 
installed inside the Herman Miller showroom. The Herman 
Miller showroom was a fiery ball of energy, but guests could 
sneak inside the Maars room off the entrance to the right, 
to try out the newly acquired company’s lalinea line. We’re 
happy to see Maars start a new chapter and continue to grow.

New from Jabbrrbox, think of JabbrrX as time-out space 
where on-the-go adults can make calls, work or recharge. 
Presently eight units serve travelers at New York City’s 
LaGuardia airport. The 
deployment strategy is a 
landlord’s dream. Jab-
brrbox leases space, 
installs the JabbrrX units, 
then maintains and cleans 
them. Users block time for 
JabbrrX usage in 30-min-
ute increments, with 
revenues shared between 
the firm and landlords. 
An app allowing users to 
make JabbrrX reserva-
tions is coming soon. This 
product received a Best of 
NeoCon Gold Award and 
is a HiP Award Honoree.

Sherwin Williams: Colormix Forecast 2019. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck 

Mannington Commercial’s Rainbow installation gracing an entrance escalator at  
The Mart. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck Jabbrrbox: JabbrrX. Photo courtesy of 

Jeff Beck

Maars Living Walls: AXES. Photo courtesy of Maars Living Walls
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Michael Vanderbyl both surprised and delighted us with 

a complete departure from his signature pure white and 
neutral-tone Teknion showroom. Well, maybe not a com-
plete departure – if you headed to the right upon entering 
the showroom and didn’t make it all the way around you 
might have thought all was as usual. But as one moved 
around the showroom in a counterclockwise direction 
the scenery changed rather dramatically. The idea was to 
present Teknion’s huge scope of products in a backdrop 
designed to evoke the various modes of work they support. 
The last zone called “fast and free address” was killer!

Studio TK had its own brand new showroom a couple of 
doors down from Teknion and used the space to demon-
strate its new product partnership with the Dutch company, 
Artifort. Even though the BON jury awarded Studio TK a 
Silver for its own Boroughs modular sofa, we found the 
delightful Pala Lounge Chair and ottoman from Artifort to 
be just what we needed at the moment.

Monday afternoon, Sven Govaars, of Steelcase and Dean 
Strombom, of Gensler, presented their newest seminar, 
titled “Take Aim…A Quiver of Strategy Tools. The presenta-
tion was indeed delightful, but we won’t spoil the goods – 
look for a full feature in officeinsight soon!

Tuohy was chock full of great new designs, but we es-
pecially liked the Duende Table with its polished parabolic 
bases.

There’s an old marketing adage, “Support your big win-
ners.” OFS Brands definitely understands that philosophy. 
Last year we were delighted by its introduction of Heya 
(meaning small room in Japanese). This year OFS filled a 
very large part of its showroom with versions and permu-
tations of Heya; all sporting the product’s signature and 
delightful base. 

Teknion: Fast & Free Address. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

StudioTK: Pala Lounge. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Sven Govaars & Dean Strombom present their seminar - A Quiver of 
Strategy Tools. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Tuohy: Duende. Photo courtesy of Tuohy
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The Geiger showroom was a statement. Geiger is a wood 
company, and its product launches and even its walls said 
so in a most emphatic way. Visitors were literally surround-
ed by evidence of the heritage of selecting and finishing fine 
solid wood and veneers. Axon, the new tech-savvy confer-
ence table featured a solid wood top and was displayed in 
front of a highly figured veneer wall. Ba-da-boom! The Eoos 
designed Reframe really resonated with us, and the ex-
posed wood wrap around base reiterated and emphasized 
that Geiger is a wood company.

Herman Miller had a big year for new products and new 
partnerships. The partnership getting the most attention 
(how could we miss it in front of the Grand Staircase) was 
an equity position in HAY, the Danish home furnishings 
design/manufacturing/retailing company. The partnership 
with HAY gives Herman Miller and its dealers access to well-
designed Scandinavian furniture and furnishings at price 
points below either Herman Miller or Design Within Reach. 

There were other boxes to be checked. Ever since glass 
walls became a main staple in the new way of designing 
workplaces, there was an open question as to why HM was 
the only “major” without one. We have long believed Maars 
Living Walls to be an innovative and interesting company. 
Check! What was still missing from the portfolio? Some felt 
tech integration and connectivity could be stronger in its 
Living Office Settings offering, so just before NeoCon it an-
nounced new partnerships with Logitech, Whitlock, Gen-
esis, Creston and Robin. Check.

If you thought making deals and partnerships had a slow-
ing effect on Herman Miller’s internal product development 
process, think again. Cosm and Lino are two new full-on 

OFS Brands: Heya. Photo courtesy Jess Beck

OFS Brands: Heya Extensions. Photo courtesy Jess Beck

Geiger: Reframe. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Herman Miller: HAY Exhibit. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck
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task chairs at two distinct price points, just for starters. The 
less expensive Lino is a straight forward task chair using 
tried and true elements – mesh back, normal swivel and tilt 
mechanism, comfortable seat upholstery, etc. – a worthy 
competitor in the lower price point game. But Cosm is close 
to an entirely new approach to high performance office seat-
ing as we’ve seen in a long time. The most obvious depar-
ture for “normal” is the angle of the arms. Rather than being 
roughly parallel to the floor (or tabletop), they are canted at 
a rakish angle and instead of being topped with the usual 
polyurethane pad they are mesh suspended in a wire rod 
frame. Frankly, at first look the new armrests can be a bit 
off-putting. But when you try sitting in Cosm you find your 
elbows sink into the mesh just enough to give you a com-
pletely new sense of arm support that is quite pleasant.

To address the often-contradictory issues of privacy/
mobility/collaboration, enter Overlay. Designed by Birsel + 
Seck, overlay is a system of freestanding, as in not perma-
nently attached to the floor or ceiling, walls that can be in-
filled with a variety of materials for varying degrees of visual 
and acoustic privacy. Our tour of Overlay provided us with 
at least three delights! 1) We loved the natural wood slats 
chosen as the in-fill for several of the spaces. They were 
inviting from the outside, but it was obvious if the spaces 
were being occupied. Once inside ,the slats provided a nice 
sense of enclosure. 2) We appreciated the design of the 
connectors that allow the “rooms” to be disconnected with 
minimal bother, so the room can be easily moved. And 3) 
Ms. Birsel presented the system while wearing the cool-
est skirt we saw at NeoCon. It appeared to be a full-length 
black leather background with a bold Senegalese motif. 
Unique and delightful!

Herman Miller: Lino. Photo courtesy of Herman Miller

Herman Miller: Cosm Chair Tower. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck Herman Miller: Overlay. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Herman Miller: Overlay + Canvas Vista. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck
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At Shaw Contract, the playful Inside Shapes collection 

was designed in collaboration with Stockholm-based design 
studio Form Us With Love. Inside Shapes takes the stan-
dard 24” x 24” carpet tile and reimagines its possibilities 
in form. Designers can begin with four shapes – square, 
curve, point and diagonal – that each combine to form a 
standard 24” square tile, then piece together repetitions, 
random forms or bold graphic shapes. The end result can 
be bold, calm, playful, profound…it’s up to the designer 
and the needs of the space. Shaw also introduced the de-
lightfully luxurious Haven Collection of modular carpet tiles. 
Haven is a direct reference to the residential space, offering 
the comforts of home – warmth, softness and wellbeing 
included – through thoughtfully drawn up colors, textures 
and patterns. The new collection creates inviting, warm, 
expensive interiors.

At Watson Furniture Group we found the TIA height 
adjustable table collection to be an excellent example of 
form following function. The BON jury awarded it a Gold in 
its category, and we found the design of the leg as a sheath 
around the height adjustment mechanism delightful and 
a perfect match with the edge design of its tops. We also 
very much liked the company “creed” that was stenciled 
on a wall in the form of a statement by Watson CEO Clif 
McKenzie (see photo, this page). It struck us that this sort 
of uncommon attitude is quite common in our industry, and 
that is one of the things we love about it.

Newly organized Rainlight had its rain drops sprinkled all 
around The Mart with product launches at Allsteel, Arcadia, 
Okamura and Koleksiyon. We were delighted with Okamu-
ra’s Traverse Table when it was launched, and the exten-
sions launched this year take the product from a singular 
(gorgeous) conference table to a full line of tables ranging 
from small to large – simple to full-on tech support.

Shaw Contract: Inside Shapes.  
Photo courtesy of Shaw Contract

Watson: Tia. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Watson: Creed. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Okamura: Traverse Satellite. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Shaw Contract: Haven.  
Photo courtesy of Shaw Contract
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We liked Arcadia’s Rainlight designed collection of “Mak-

erspace” furniture called Worksmith. Designed to “take a 
lickin and keep on tickin,” Worksmith is a comprehensive 
set of cabinets and whiteboards on casters, with tables 
and stools that all present a nicely resolved but rough and 
tumble aspect. We especially liked the bicycle wheel cart 
for moving tools or lab equipment around the space, be it 
classroom or lab or collaborative corporate space.

Koleksiyon teamed up with Rainlight to craft the Tabula 
easel table. The table is a writable surface that can change 
function quickly and easily from conversation around a 
seated table setting to an active idea sharing session when 
the table is raised into its easel configuration via a simple, 
user-friendly mechanism. The geometry of the table base is 
rotated to allow people to nestle into the table without the 
legs getting in the way.

And finally, at Allsteel we found Rainlight designed Agile 
Townhall Collection, comprising a whole range of light scale 
highly adaptable tables, modular seating blocks, stools and 
benches all anchored, as it were, by the delightful Rock 
Chair, winner of the BON Gold for Educational Solutions.

Arcadia: Worksmith Collection. Photo courtesy of Arcadia

Kolekisyon: Tabula. Photo courtesty of Jeff Beck

Allsteel: Agile Town Hall Collection. Photot courtesy of Allsteel

Allsteel: Rockchair. Photo courtesy of Allsteel



06.25.18 GIVING VOICE TO THOSE WHO CREATE WORKPLACE DESIGN & FURNISHINGS   PAGE 24 OF 47

neocon
Featuring its new fabric line, Reverb, the front window at 

Arc|Com was a delight. Its other launch, the Heritage Col-
lection, had an equally dramatic display with a 3D interpre-
tation of one of the Heritage patterns next to a wall of panels 
covered in the actual fabric. 

Renlita Architectural Opening Solutions might be the 
answer to finding windows or walls that move like doors. 
New this year is the A-750 NuFold, a vertical bi-folding, 
aluminum and stainless steel system. Renlita offers prod-
ucts for openings up to 90’ wide and, depending on the 
model, 20’ to 30’ high. They are equally adept at bar 
windows, room divisions and residential uses. The company 
already works with A&D firms across the design industry. 
Complete specifications and drawings are on their website.

Todd Bracher’s Vela Swivel Chair delighted at HBF. Its 
form is sculptural and clean, and paired down enough to eas-
ily shift from private office executive to conference seating. 

Arc|Com: Reverb. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Arc|Com: Heritage. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Renlita Architectural Opening Solutions: A-750 NuFold. Photo courtesy 
of Renlita

HBF: Vela Swivel - MidBack. Photo courtesy of HBF
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At HBF Textiles, the new Curious Crowd Collection, cre-

ated in collaboration with interior designer Ghislaine Viñas, 
is simply the definition of delightful. Inspired by colorful sea 
slugs, jellyfish and other creatures found in ocean depths, 
Curious Crowd offered direct, yet nuanced references to its 
inspiration while giving designers surprising textures and 
prints. The collection is bold and dreamy and playful all at 
once. Special shout-out to a few patterns:

Ms. Quilty achieves a textile first: tracing the forms of 
ocean mullusks, the pattern is the first four-way Sunbrella 
stretch knit for outdoors. It’s an ultra-soft quilted knit that 
stretches in all directions – something you would previ-
ously only expect indoors. Madam Dottie creates layers of 
precise circular forms mimicking the rhythm of a school of 
jellyfish. And Sir Stripe-a-lot is “a classic cabana stripe gets 
a sideways kick after studying the entangled tentacles of the 
jellyfish. Sir Stripe-a-lot is crisply detailed with matte solu-
tion dyed acrylic yarns that are cozy, resilient and approved 
for outdoor applications.”

Curious Crowd is also an example of the prevalence of 
interesting yellow tones we found throughout the show 
- including mustard and pastel yellows, citron and straw 
yellows…too many to keep track of!

Southern California’s Bespoke Creative delivers a new 
twist on modular storage this year. Their unique system 
of connectors and custom-machined extrusions create a 
framework that accepts panels surfaced in wood veneer or 
plastic laminate. Specifiers can order the Modular Adaptive 
Furniture System framework to the desired height, width 
and depth. Finishes applied to aluminum components 
include anodizing, color anodizing or plating. Orders are 
produced in-house and flat-packed for shipping.

HBF Textiles:.Curious Crowd - Ms. Quilty. Photo courtesy of HBF Textiles

HBF Textiles: Mary Jo Miller & Ghislaine Viñas. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck Bespoke Creative: Modular Adaptive Furniture System. Photo courtesy 
of Jeff Beck

HBF Textiles: Curious Crowd. Photo courtesy of HBF Textiles
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At Knoll we were completely delighted with the Muuto 

presentation. Looking in from the hallway the whole right 
side of the showroom was given over to Knoll’s latest acqui-
sition. We were not familiar with Muuto when the acquisition 
was announced, so we were delighted to find the Muuto 
products to be an altogether fitting complement to what one 
normally expects from Knoll. 

If the many products of Muuto provided a sort of macro-
delight, Spinneybeck’s new product Dukta provided us with 
a micro detail delight. Dukta is the result of a technique (a 
magic technique as far as we could see) for somehow slic-
ing wood panels in a way that makes them very flexible in 
two dimensions. We can’t wait to see the creativity of interior 
designers unleashed on this unique new way of using wood. 
In the Knoll showroom it was used as a beautiful room 
divider with just a hint of its special properties demonstrated 
in a wave-like rolled end of one wall segment.

Intentek surfaces that provide wireless charging for Qi 
compatible devices result from a partnership between 
Formica Group and ConvenientPower Systems. The 
companies expect to bring this capability to market by year 
end. Shown is Formica’s Infiniti ColorCore2 Laminate with 
a super matte, soft-touch surface that resists fingerprints. 
The enhancements to Infiniti ColorCore2 received a Best of 
NeoCon Gold Award.

Graphics in commercial spaces can now double as sound 
absorbers. Acoustic Panels available from CoArt Acoustics, 
by dTank, have printable fabric covers that allow sound to 
penetrate and be absorbed. Mount the panel on walls and 
ceilings or suspend them as room dividers. Designs for 
printing on the fabric covers come from a gallery of digi-
tized images or provided by clients. Fabric covers are easily 
removed and can be dry cleaned. The product carries a 0.8 
NRC rating and Class A fire rating.

Knoll: Muuto display. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Knoll: Muuto window. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Spinneybeck: Dukta Screen. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Formica: Intentek - Infiniti Color Core 2 Laminate. Photo courtesy of 
Jeff Beck
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Recharging mobile devices became wireless recently, but 
DEKKO|ECA have made it cordless. Battery-powered Air 
Charge flush-mounts in surfaces using a standard 80mm 
opening. With proximity to electrical outlets eliminated, Air 
Charge-equipped furniture goes wherever needed. Shown 
is a pop-up with connectors for charging non-Qi compatible 
devices. This and the wireless charging model (shown in 
the background) utilize a rechargeable battery. Blue LEDs 
represent the percentage of power remaining in the battery.

Clarus Glassboards was swamped every time we walked 
by its new permanent showroom, and most of the fuss 
was about Glide, its BON Gold winning two-layered sliding 
glass wall (no pun). Compared with the sliding multilayered 
blackboards of old this is a much slicker way to provide 
college professors and corporate dry erasers multiple layers 
to write on.

DEKKO|ECA: Air Charge. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck

Clarus Glassboards: Glide. Photo courtesy of Clarus Glassboards

Creative signage to welcome NeoCon-ers at Brown Bag Seafood

CoArt: dTank Acoustic Panels. Photo courtesy of Jeff Beck




